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Humans are social beings who can live in a social
space by communicating and interacting. Social
relationships, by creating interactions between people
in a society, put them in a network of relatives and non-
relatives in various ways, in order to meet their needs
and shape their social life.

Social network is an important dimension of social
life (1). The concept of network emphasizes the fact
that each person has a series of communication nodes
with other people, each of whom in turn is tied to a
small, medium or large number of others (2).

Traditionally, in generations past, people usually had
small, tight social networks -in rural areas or urban
villages -where a few important family members, close
friends, neighbors, community groups (churches and
the like) constituted the safety net and support system
for individuals (3). However, over the past two decades,
the structure of social networks has changed
considerably (4).

Today, people deal with a wide range of relationships
in a wide array of situations. They are part of very
important circles (e.g. their family, their friends and
their coworkers). In short, people live in fluid and
changing networks that go well beyond groups (3).
These networks consists of a new phase of
relationships, in which person to person relationships
take shape not on a village and neighborhood scale, but
on a global scale.

One of the most important subsets of the social
network is the "Core Discussion Network™ (CDN).
CDN is defined as a composed of people with whom an
individual tends to discuss important matters, from
whom s/he receives support, and with whom s/he has
frequent contact (4). Therefore, CDN is at the center of
a person's interactions and has important effects on his
life.

CDN is the most important part of social network.
An extensive literature has pointed out to the effects of
close and supportive social network on mental,
physical, mental and spiritual health (9, 10).

Assessing and describing CDN is important in all age
groups. Examining the middle-aged CDN can help
scholars to find out which groups of friends, relatives,
and acquaintances one is in constant interaction with
and close to. In other words, it will be cleared what the
strong and intimate social ties of middle-aged people
are like. One of the reasons for the importance of
studying this age group is that they are on the verge of
entering a stage of their life (old age) that will be
accompanied by severe physical, psychological and
social decline. In particular, the richer the social
network of people, the easier it is for them to deal with
old age and the more successful aging they will
experience.

Iran is a society in transition to old age. So, it is
better to do studies to know more about the specific
conditions of the elderly before reaching the stage of
aging. An important category of these studies should be
performed on middle-aged people. Unfortunately, it can
be argued that middle-aged people are more neglected
in research than other age groups. Therefore, to help the
elderly, we must first think about recognizing and
solving middle-aged problems. Undoubtedly, one of the
most influential factors on the type and amount of
interactions in the middle-aged CDN, is new media,
including the Internet.

The social shift from small groups to wider personal
networks, mentioned earlier, has progressed with
greater vigor through the widespread use of the internet
and mobile phones. Web 2 interactive environment
provides countless opportunities to expand the new
relationships that a person can have.

Evidence from some research suggests that new
media often complement other forms of
communication, and are more likely to be used in
connection with those with which non-internet
communications are also established (5, 6).

On the contrary, there is also limited evidences that
new media limits the social network of users and may
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even turn into a complete substitute for face-to-face
relationships (7, 8).

In any case, it is accepted that the internet affects
CDN and its effect on middle-aged CDN in Iran is very
important. It seems that this issue must be part of the
plans to move the successful aging and for this purpose,
it is suggested that various studies be done with
quantitative and qualitative methods in this regard in
order to create more knowledge about this issue in Iran.

References

1. Catells, M. Networks of outrage and hope. social
movements in the internet age. 2nd ed. Massachusetts:
Polity Press; 2012.

2. Jafarpour, M. Conceptualization and study of
variables affecting the acceptance of virtual social
networks and the role non-governmental organization
in them. Basij Strategic Studies Quarterly. 2011; 52:
109-48. [Persian]

3. Rainie L, Wellman B. Networked. London, UK: The
MIT press; 2012.

4. Hampton KN, Livio O, Sessions Goulet L. The
social life of wireless urban spaces: internet use, social
networks, and the public realm. Journal of
Communication. 2010; 60(4):701-22.

5. Wellman B, Boase J, Chen W. The networked
nature of community: online and offline. IT & Society.
2002; 1(1): 151-65.

6. Vriens E, Ingen EV. Does the rise of the Internet
bring erosion of strong ties? Analyses of social media
use and changes in core discussion networks. New
Media & Society. 2018; 20(7): 2432-49.

7. Chew HE, LaRose R, Steinfield CW, Velasquez A.
The use of online social networking by rural youth and
its effects on community attachment. Information
Communication & Society. 2011; 14(5): 726-47.

8. Latif H, Uckun CG, Demir B. Examining the
relationship between e-social networks and the
communication  behaviors of generation 2000
(millennials) in Turkey. Social Science Computer
Review. 2014; 33(1): 43-60.

9. Kim W, Kreps GL, Shin C-N. The role of social
support and social networks in health information—
seeking behavior among Korean Americans: a
qualitative study. International Journal for Equity in
Health. 2015; 14(1): 1-11.

10. Perkins JM, Subramanian SV, Christakis NA.
Social networks and health: a systematic review of
sociocentric network studies in low- and middle-
income countries. Social Science & Medicine.
2014; 125: 60-78.

Elderly Health Journal 2021; 7(2): 54-55.

55


https://www.magiran.com/author/mahmood%20jafarpur
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ehj.v7i2.8116 
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24236179.2021.7.2.5.2
https://ehj.ssu.ac.ir/article-1-227-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

